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A local high school became one of 62 across the nation this year to receive a prestigious 
award for academic excellence. 

Spackenkill High School is among the 2018 National Blue Ribbon Schools award 
recipients, according to the district and the U.S. Department of Education. It is the first 
high school in Dutchess County to win the award. 

The National Blue Ribbon program recognizes public and private schools that are either 
high performing or are making strides in closing achievement gaps among student 
groups. 

Spackenkill is in the Exemplary High Performing Schools category. The designation is 
bestowed upon schools that are in the top 15 percent of their state when is comes to 
graduation rates and other student performance measures. 
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"The district is very proud of the work of our students, faculty, support staff and our 
legacy of strong leadership," said Spackenkill schools Superintendent Mark Villanti. "With 
that said, Spackenkill believes that we need to improve in many aspects of our program." 

Three other Dutchess schools have been named Blue Ribbon winners since the program 
was established in 1982, but Spackenkill is the first high school, according to federal 
data.  

St. Martin de Porres School, a pre-K-8 private Catholic school in Poughkeepsie, received 
the award in 2012. The Arlington district's Noxon Road Elementary School won in 2007 
and the Astor Learning Center, a therapeutic boarding school in Rhinebeck, was named 
a Blue Ribbon School three times, most recently in 2001. 

 
Spackenkill High School students watch the National Blue Ribbon Schools award ceremony via live-stream on Nov. 
8. (Photo: Spackenkill school district) 

Villanti, high school Principal Steve Malkischer and math teacher Eleanor Pupko 
attended the awards ceremony in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 8. 

Back at home, Spackenkill students and staff watched the ceremony via live-stream on a 
lobby monitor and in their classrooms. 

According to information provided by the district for a Spackenkill High School profile, 
along with data from other organizations: 



• More than 70 percent of students participate in a club or athletic team. 
• Nearly 40 percent of students actively participate in the community service club. 
• Fifteen varsity teams won Scholar-Athlete team recognition from the New York State 

Public High School Athletic Association in 2017-18. 
• The math team is ranked among the top 20 in the state. 
• A student placed second last year in the national Siemens Competition in Math, Science 

& Technology. 
• Four students recently placed in the top 2.5 percent of Hispanic and Latino exam-takers 

on the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 
• Demographically, 62 percent of students are white, 14 percent are Asian, 12 percent are 

black and 9 percent are Latino. About 22 percent are deemed economically 
disadvantaged, which means they or their families participate in economic-assistance 
programs. 
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